HCV Laboratory and Diagnostic Tests

Medical providers frequently order these common tests for HCV patients. Keep track of your results. If your provider did not order some of these tests, you can request an explanation. Everyone is different and your provider will tailor your care according to your condition.
______HCV antibody test

______HCV RNA –The qualitative test merely confirms the presence of virus. Since it doesn’t measure the virus, many providers just use the qualitative HCV RNA.  

______HCV genotype 
______Liver or hepatic panel

______ALT (alanine aminotransferase)

______AST (aspartate aminotransferase)

______Albumin


______Alkaline Phosphatase


______Bilirubin
______PTT, PT [INR] 
______Complete Blood Count (CBC)

______Platelets


______Hemoglobin (HGB)


______Hematocrit (HCT)


______White Blood Cells (WBC)


______Absolute Neutrophil Count (ANC)
______Hepatitis B tests (HBsAg, HBsAb, HBcAb) 

______Hepatitis A antibody test (Some providers prefer to skip this and recommend  

            vaccination.)

______Liver Biopsy

______Other

It is also important to rule out other diseases, especially other liver diseases. A thorough “work up” may include the following tests:

______Comprehensive chemistry panel – Can detect many abnormalities

______Thyroid tests (TSH)

______Iron tests: Ferritin, FE/TIBC 
______Lipid panel or total cholesterol
______Ceruloplasmin if <50 years old 
______ANA if female and globulin (total protein-albumin) greater than 4 g/dL
______AMA if itching is a major symptom, or if alkaline phosphatase known to be 
abnormally high
______HIV
______Urinalysis

______Pregnancy test (urine) if female of childbearing capacity
______AFP – Alpha-fetoprotein (usually not ordered if the patient does not have 

cirrhosis)

______Abdominal ultrasound

______Other

Many other tests may be ordered. Your medical provider will assess your symptoms and order what is necessary to evaluate your condition.
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